741-803(1996)], writing of the possible effects of dioxin, remark that no reproductive disorders in adults have been described after the accident in 1976 in Seveso, Italy. Publications since the submission of this paper put this assertion into perspective.
There is good evidence that the sex ratio (proportion male at birth) of mammalian (including human) offspring is partially controlled by the hormone levels of both parents around the time of conception (1) . Egeland et al. (2 reported that men exposed to dioxin had low testosterone and high gonadotropin levels. Noting that this hormone profile is associated with female offspring, I predicted that exposure to dioxin would be associated with the subsequent births of excess daughters (3). This has since been confirmed with respect to the accident at Seveso (4) and to the workers exposed to wood preservatives contaminated by dioxin (5). The former study reported that a few heavily exposed parents produced a substantial and highly significant excess of daughters. The latter paper reported a slight but significant excess of daughters born to a large sample ofmen ofwhom it may be presumed were not severely exposed.
There are a number of illnesses and occupations in which men have been reported to sire an excess of daughters and to display low testosterone and/or high gonadotropin levels. The illnesses include non-Hodgkin's lymphoma and multiple sclerosis. The occupational exposures indude those men involved in driving, diving, and those exposed to the nematocide dibromochloropropane (DBCP). Table 1 provides the references that substantiate the excess of daughters and the above hormone profile. Other occupational exposures that are associated with low offspring sex ratios are related to high-voltage installations (6-8), sodium borates (9), and car- 
